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A vision of
homeland
defense

Maj. Gen. Craig R. McKinley

1st Air Force commander

know | speak for all of First
Air Force and the Continental
U.S. NORAD Region when
| say; we are all deeply sad-
dened by theloss of the brave souls
of the Columbia. This tragedy
claimed the lives of some of
America’s best and brightest, in-
cluding five U.S. servicemembers.
Our thoughts are with the families
of al the astronauts.

Thissadnessistempered by aquiet
confidence, knowing that our opera-
tions centers and fighter wings re-
sponded splendidly to this tragedy.
WEe vesupported Federal Emergency
Management Agency with their
search, find and secure efforts with
radar, aircraft and our world-class
command and control capabilities.

We' ve collected and provided ra-
dar and other datato NASA to aid
intheir investigation. I’ m proud the
men and women of CONR rose to
the challenge, as they always have
and performed this solemn service
for our nation.

For the past six months, |’ ve had
the honor of leading 1st Air Force
and CONR. During those months,
I’ve realized that as a command,
we have never been at amore cru-
cia juncture. Now, after the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 and
in atime of international uncer-
tainty, we have the opportunity to
shape this organization to better
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protect the homeland for years
to come.
Our long-range vision is to

Cold War “legacy mission” into
an effective force to meet
today’ sthreat to homeland. We must
look toward new technologies, new
equipment and better facilitiesto help
usdo thejob.

The Q-93 computer used by our sur-
veillance technicians to monitor the
skies over America was first fielded
intheearly 1980's. Fecilitiesthat were
designed for lessthan 200 peoplehave
accommodated over twice as many
for recent air sovereignty operations.
Thismust change.

New, more capable computers
and a new 88,000 square foot air
operations center will help us with
that transformation.

But no matter how technical our op-

transform what was once a

not necessarily for what we' vedone,
but for what we stand for: our en-
during belief in freedom and justice,
theright to govern ourselves and the
right to livein safety and security.
The oceans that have protected
thisrepublicfromthelikesof Hitler,
Stalin and Hirohito, no longer pro-
tect us from the insidious schemes
of those bent on our destruction.
So asour leaders seek to preempt
the unthinkable carnage weapons
of mass destruction may wreak
upon us, we must steel ourselves
withtheresolve of thewarrior spirit.
In another time of conflict, Win-
ston Churchill once compared the
United Statesto agigantic boiler; He
said, “Oncethefireislighted under
it, there is no limit to the power it
can generate.” We have seen that
power, harnessed by anation united
in afierce determination.

“Peopleareand will continueto bethe
cor ner stone of our success.”

erationsbecome or how wideour mis-
sonexpands, our peoplewill continue
to be our most treasured resource. We
are blessed to have some of the best-
trained peopleintheworld and | pledge
my support tothem and their families.
Peopleare, andwill continueto be, the
cornerstone of our success.

As we entered 2003, we' ve found
ourselveson thevergeof amajor con-
flict, wherethe battlefield could very
well be here in the homeland. The
United States is no longer a safe ha-
ven for freedom loving people. The
hatred of thosewhowouldinflict harm
onour citizensisnot tempered by
humane considerations. In the
terrorist’s hands, airliners that
normally carry families and
business travelers have be-
comedeadly guided missiles
aimed at the symbols of our
democracy. Thereisnolimit
totheir audacity and cruelty.

Theterroristswho crashed
those planes into the twin
towers and the Pentagon
hateAmerica. They hateus
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Today our missionisnational sur-
vival and we arethefirst line of de-
fense against airborne terror. We
will not fail. So as we continue to
transform air defense, let’slight the

fires and never
forget we are

Warriors. -

-
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Cheney speaks to Guard leaders

Staff Sgt. Darin Overstreet
Vice President Dick Cheney pauses for applause from
the crowd during his speech at the Air National Guard
Senior Leadership Conference in Denver, Colo.

Vice president offers praise,
raise and firm warning to Iraq

Master Sgt. Deb Smith

Colorado Air National Guard

The best tools, the best training and the best support.
VicePresident Dick Cheney told National Guard |ead-
ers at the 2002 Air National Guard Senior Leadership
Conference in Denver, Colo. that the best is what the
men and women of the armed forces deserve.

In abrief appearance at Denver’'sAdam’s Mark Ho-
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tel, Cheney told an estimated 1,200 National Guard |ead-
ers from across the country that heis proud of the job
the military has done and that national defensewill con-
tinueto beatop priority. He backed that statement with
the news of legidation, aswell asan official pay raise.

“President Bush has sighed into law the most signifi-
cant increasein defense spending since Ronald Reagan
lived in the White House and today, the president will
signinto law apay raise for every member of the mili-
tary,” said Cheney. “We believe you deserve it.”

Cheney thanked members of the Air National Guard
for their service and characterized their role in the af-
termath of Sept. 11, 2001 as remarkable.

“You have assumed an astonishing portion of the mili-
tary missionsin Operation Noble Eagle and Operation
Enduring Freedom,” said Cheney.

According to Cheney, approximately 11,000 of the
60,000 American troops deployed around the world
are mobilized and volunteer members of the Air Na-
tional Guard.

These Guardsmen are flying over three quarters of
the combat air patrols that protect the United States
mainland, delivering 40 percent of theairlift capacity in
Afghanistan and 42 percent of the fighter aircraft used
by the Air Expeditionary Forces.

The vice president added that Air National Guard
pilotsflew approximately 46,000 sorties between Sept.
11, 2001 and Sept. 11, 2002.

Speaking just days before the Dec. 8 deadline set by
the United Nations Security Council for Iragto disarm,
Cheney warned leadersthat in the fight against global
terror, the battle must be taken to the enemy and that
the end solution will most likely not be atreaty.

According to Cheney, alarge portion of that path of
action will come in the form of strong support from
Washington to properly equip the nation’sarmed forces.
“President Bush has often spoken of how Americacan
keep the peace by redefining war on our terms. That
meansthat our military — active duty, National Guard
and Reserves — must have every tool to answer any
threat that may emerge against us,” said Cheney.

“But for all the progress we've made in the war on
terror, onething isabundantly clear; our nationisstill in
danger,” said Cheney. “The threats to America are
grave. Asthe President has said, ‘our war on terror is
well begun, but it isonly begun. Thiscampaign may not
be finished on our watch, yet it must be and it will be
waged on our watch.””
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Louisiana ANG aids shuttle efforts

159th FW jets
assist multi-
agency search
for debris

Master Sgt. Bob Haskell

National Guard Bureau

Air National Guard airmen
joined the grim and
painstaking search for debris
from the Space Shuttle
Columbia soon after it
disintegrated during re-entry
over Texas.

Two F-15 Eaglesfrom the
LouisanaAir Guard's159th
Fighter Wing beganan aerid

ch f(?l‘ Wr?:kageover the An F-15 Eagle from the 159th Fighter Wing, Louisiana Air National Guard flies over
vast region o eastern Texas the Gulf of Mexico, near Belle Chasse Naval Air Station.
and southwestern Louisiana

about a half hour after ManagementAgencyistheleadagency resumethoseflights sheexplained.
countlesshitsand piecesof the  for coordinating thefedera assstanceand ~ Finding thedebriswill tekealot
Columbiabeganrainingdown  directing other federal agenciesinthe of timeand manpower, predicted
onthecountryside. recovery of theColumbiasremains. M4 Michael Dietz, the team’s

NORAD R veratite.  Becauseof their courageand daring

two F-15s f the Ai I I l I
Nestordl G oo and idealism, wewill missthem all the

near New Orleanstolookfr MOre,”  President GeorgeW. Busn
debris, it wasexplained.

"Our pilots spotted The first two fighters searched deputy commander, becauseitis
numerousadebrislocationsand  throughout the morning and were  scattered over someremoteand
will  provide further replaced by two other F-15sat 1 p.m., rugged terrain."Nacogdoches,
information only to FEMA  said Dusty Shenofsky, spokespersonfor — (Texas,) istheurban epicenter for
and NASA officials,” a theLouisanaNationa Guard. thedebris, and that'swherealot
spokesman said. That mission was suspended at dark  Of it has been located because

The Federal Emergency Feb. 1, and the wing was not asked to ~ peoplelivethere,” Dietzsad.

Tech. Sgt. J.T. Lock
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Vision
Colorado Guard trains for
first response to weapons

of mass destruction and
hazardous material events
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Master Sgt. Deb Smith

The Center for National Response hosts several multi-
agency exercises each year. First responders from state,
local and federal agencies, like these West Virginia state
troopers, learn to leverage their strengths in a crisis.

Master Sgt. Deb Smith

Colorado Air National Guard

estled deep in the misty Appalachian coa coun-

try, ahaf-mileinside aWest Virginiamountain,

thedamp wallsarelit by stray light from the sur-
face. Inside the tunnel, the chill in the air does not com-
pareto the chill in the spines of the troops stepping over
theinjured and dying that litter the path.

More resembling a scene from a horror movie than a
classroom, the mineshaft is not what most people would
consider anideal learning environment. But then Lt. Cal.
Fred Hoon and his 22-member team aren’t “most people.”

“Thisistype of environment that really takes us out of
our comfort zone,” said Hoon, the commander of the

SPRING 2003



Colorado National Guard’'s 8th
Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil
Support Team. “ And in our business,
that’s exactly where we need to be.”
Hoon and his elite squad are in the
business of assessing suspected
nuclear, biological, chemical, or ra-
diological events.

To honetheir skills asfirst respond-
ers, the Colorado Guardsmen partici-
pate in redlistic and at times uncom-
fortable training at the Center for Na-
tional Response near Standard, W. Va

The CNR isopento civil and mili-
tary organizations that respond to
weapons of mass destruction and
hazardous materials events. The fa-
cility, once known as the West Vir-
giniaTurnpike Tunnel, isnow one of
the nation’'s leading emergency re-
sponse training complexes. The fa-
cility is atwo-lane, 2,800-foot long
mountain tunnel with over 79,000
square feet of training space.

“Wetry togivefolksarealisticlook
at what they may walk into some-
day,” said J.B. Anderson, the CNR
logistics manager. “(Weapons of
Mass Destruction) eventswill never
look like you think they will and the
actors and effects we employ are
meant to shake students out of any
preconceived ideas that can cause
them to overlook details.”

Uniquely suited to meet the special-
ized training needs of WMD, Conse-
quence Management and Counter
Terrorism first responders, the CNR
makes good use of itsarsenal of spe-
cid effectsequipment-including acity
bus, a subway mezzanine and plat-
form, laid rubble props, over 25 pas-
senger vehicles, three mobile homes
and an 18-wheel tanker truck loaded
with simulated hazardous materials.

In addition, the CNR staff haseven
constructed a 120-foot wide, 3-foot
high passageway designed to train
responders to operate in confined
spaces. The combination of these
life-size training aids and a concen-
trated curriculum quickly puts both
student and equipment to the test.

“In our jobs, we have to aways
contend that we are not on scene to
take care of the injured-and that
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means we may have
towalk over dead and
dying peopleto gather
a sample,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Alren Woods
of the8th WMD-CST.
“Touching an injured
PErson puts us at risk,
because they may be
heavily contaminated
with the suspected
agent. We're there
simply toget asample,
assess the situation,
and get out. We're of
no use to anyone if
we're contaminated
too. That kind of
stimuli-people crying
for help-can really
makeit difficult.”

It can take severa
months to research
and assemble a com-
prehensive training
packagethat will meet
the needs of a particu-
lar organization. Even
preparation for shorter
weekend courses may
require weeks.

“Students have to
think very carefully
about every movethey
make,” said Anderson “From how
they aregoing to executetheir assign-
ment, to how they are going to man-
age critical life support resources.
Rescuemissionscan quickly turninto
survival missions, smply because stu-
dent teams exhaust their oxygen sup-
ply before they reach the injured.”

“Training can be designed to give
us the ultimate edge and to do that,
the training has to be provided in a
realistic scenario or setting,” said
Woods. “ That'swhy weliketraining
in large scale venues. Because we
know very well that we may be
walking into that same large scale
venue and looking for products.”

Multiple agenciestrain at the same
time on the same incidents to force
them to work together and under-
stand each other’s capabilities.

For example, one CNR scenario
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Master Sgt. Deb Smith

A member of Colorado’s 8th WMD-CST gathers samples
of asuspected chemical or biological agent for analysis.

depicted an explosion at makeshift
“crack-lab” in which the local re-
sponding law enforcement personnel
found not only the concealed | ab, but
also adead FedEx driver covered in
a powdery white substance.

Once law enforcement personnel
cleared the building and arrested the
suspect, the WMD team was ready
to decontaminate the officers, the
suspect and send a survey team into
thebuilding to collect asampl e of the
suspiciouswhite powder.

“ Establishing good working rel ation-
ships with other agenciesis so valu-
able,” saidWoods. “Without them, you
really hinder your ability to goout and
dojoint missions. By doingjoint train-
ing, not only with other military units,
but with other government agencies,
wegain trust in what they can do and
they gaintrust in us.” —a—
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First Air Forceintelligence
award winners announced

The 1st Air Force Intelligence
Awards Program winners for
fiscal year 2002 were announced
in January.

Nominations have been
forwarded to Air Combat
Command Headquarters for
further competition at the major
command level.

Leve I: Outstanding Air Reserve
component intelligence field grade
officer of the year, Maj. Peter
Antaramian; 1st Air Force,
OutstandingAir Reserve component
intelligence senior noncommissioned
officer, Master Sgt. Donald Lowery,
1st Air Force.

Level II: Outstanding Air Reserve
component intelligence field grade
officer of the year, Maj. Deidra
Fuller, 120th Fighter Wing;
OutstandingAir Reserve component
company grade officer of the year,
1st Lt. Matthew Cannady, Western
Air Defense Sector; OutstandingAir
Reserve component intelligence
noncommissioned officer of theyear,
Tech. Sgt. George Saratsis, WADS;
OutstandingAir Reserve component
intelligence airman of the year,
Senior Airman Matthew Johnson,
148th Fighter Wing; Outstanding
enligedintelligencecontributor, Tech.
Sgt. Ronald Sharp, 1t Air Force;
Outstanding intelligence civilian
contributor, Patricial acks, Southesst
Air Defense Sector.

Air Force begins smallpox
vaccination program

The Air Force chief of staff has
directed theimmediateimplemen-
tation of the smallpox vaccination
program in January.

In aJan. 6 policy memorandum
to major command commanders,
Gen. John P. Jumper outlined de-
tailsof the commanders forcepro-
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tection program against the deadly
biological warfare agent.

The first Air Force people to be
vaccinated will be medical peopleand
designated forcesthat constitute spe-
cificmission-critical capabilities.

Although vaccinationswill beginim-
mediately, the program’sdirector said
airmenwould be vaccinated in stages.

Asaminimum, peoplewill receive
acopy of thesmallpox vaccinetrifold
available under the “Educational
Products’ icon at the Department of
Defense smallpox Web site,
www.vaccines.army.mil.

Smallpox vaccinations are givenin
a single dose, usually in the
nondominant deltoid muscle (left up-
per arm for right-handed people, and
vice versa). Revaccination is recom-
mended every 10 years.

Airmen can file tax returns
on Internet for no charge

The Treasury Department, office of
management and budget and the
Internal Revenue Service launched a
new Web site Jan. 17 featuring
private-sector partnerswho will allow
eligible taxpayersto prepare and file
their taxes online for free.

Each FFA member company sets
taxpayer digibility requirementsfor its
own program. These requirements
will differ from company to company.

Generally, eligibility will be based
on factors such as age, adjusted
gross income, state residency,
military statusor eligibility tofilea
Form 1040EZ or for the Earned
Income Tax Credit. Taxpayers can
review thelist of companies, found
on the Free File section of the IRS
Web site, where requirements are
shown company by company.

A Free File initiative fact sheet,
which includes list of the FFA
members and frequently asked
questions, can be found online at
WWW.irS.gov.
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FTC offers guidance for
identity theft prevention

A Federal Trade Commission
bookl et offers guidance for people
who have falen victim to a fast-
growing crime: identity theft.

Defense Department officials
believethat it ispossiblethat some
Tricare beneficiaries could be sub-
ject toidentity thievery because of
the Dec. 14 theft of office com-
puters in Phoenix from military
health-care contractor TriWest
Healthcare Alliance.

I dentity thieves use such infor-
mation to open up new credit ac-
counts, running up thousands of
dollars of illicit bills, which are
charged to victims.

Thepublicationisavailableonline
at www.consumer.gov/idtheft.
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Staff Sgt. Scott Farley

German Air Force
mechanics,
Oberfeldwebel (E6)
Frank Wustermann, a
MiG-29 ground crew
chief, and
Stabsunteroffizier (E5)
Daniel Rohrbeck, left,
repair the landing gear
on a MiG-29. The
German sergeants were
part of the JG-73
“Steinhoff” MiG-29
squadron deployed to
Key West, Fla. for Agile
Archer 02.

SEADS NCO named AF
Outstanding Airman 2002

A Southeast Air Defense Sector
NCO was recognized as one of
thel2 Outstanding Airmen of the
Year for 2002 during theAir Force
Association’sconventionthisfall in
Washington, D.C.

Tech. Sgt. Caesar Kellum, the
non-commissioned officer incharge
of the airspace division, was nomi-
nated by the Air National Guard.

The SEADS aerospace control
and warning systems enlisted
weapons director was the only
weapons director of the 36 tested
to berated exceptionally qualified
and Air Combat Command recog-
nized him as a superior performer
during acomplianceinspection.

The 12 OAY are awarded the
outstanding Airman ribbon with the
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bronze service star device and wear
the Outstanding Airman badge for
one year.

They also serve on the AFA En-
listed Council for one year.

Since 1956, the Air Force Associa-
tion has recognized enlisted person-
nel for superior leadership, job per-
formance, community involvement,
and personal achievement.
http:/Aww.afa.org/AboutUs/120a.asp.

DoD tests Space A travel
for stateside dependents

Defensetransportation officialshave
announced a one-year test to expand
Space Available travel privileges to
dependents traveling within the con-
tinental United States. The test will
begin April 1 and continue through
March 31, 2004.

Dependents of active duty and
retired military peoplewill soon be
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able to travel “Space A” aboard
military flights when
accompanied by their sponsors,
according to John Lundeby,
Headquarters Air Mobility
Command Passenger Policy
Branch, “ The only thing that has
changed is that dependents can
now fly on stateside to stateside
flights under the same category
of eligibility astheir sponsor for
travel in accordance with the
DoD transportation regulations,”
said Lundeby.

Retirees may sign up for this
program 60 daysin advance but not
beforethetest officially beginson
April 1. Active duty sponsors must
be in a leave or pass status to
register for SpaceAvailabletravel,
remain in a leave or pass status
while awaiting travel, and bein a
leave or pass status the entire
period of travel.

Additional Space A travel and
sign-up information is available
through AMC’s public Web site at
http://amcpublic.scott.af.mil/
Spacea/spacea.htm. A list of
passenger terminals and phone
numbers can be found there.

W-2s available on myPay

American military members and
Department of Defense civilians
can now view, save and print their
W-2 wage and tax statementsfrom
myPay at https.//mypay.dfas.mil.

Military retirees and annuitants
can view, save and print their tax
form 1099s as well.

The myPay service provides a
secure way for servicemembers,
defense civilians, military retirees
and annuitantsto managetheir pay
account information available
around the clock.

Customers with questions about
myPay can call customer support
at (800) 390-2348 M onday through
Friday, 7 am. to 7:30 p.m. EST.
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Ken James

Over Moffett Field, Calif., a KC-135 from the 163rd Air Refueling Wing, March Air Force Base,
refuels an F-16 from the 144th Fighter Wing, Fresno Air National Guard Base.
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